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Disaster  Relief  completes  busiest  year 


By  Tony  Martin 

Associate  Editor 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster 
Relief  Unit  assisted  in  more  disasters, 
ministered  to  more  people,  and  involved 
more  volunteers  in  2002  than  in  any 
other  year  of  service  since  its  inception. 

"We  can't  talk  about  2002  without 
talking  about  2001,"  said  Jim  Didlake, 
Men's  Ministry  Director  for  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 
"Prior  to  2001,  we  typically  spent  about 
40  davs  in  the  field  doing  disaster  relief. 
In  2001  we  were  out  over  100  days.  Last 
year,  we  were  on  site  over  130  days. 

"This  has  given  us  a  new  vision  for  dis¬ 
aster  relief,'^  Didlake  continued.  "What 
made  this  year  stand  out  is  looking  back  at 
the  years  that  we  were  out  just  a  few  days." 
Disaster  relief  responses  in  2002  included: 

•  In  March,  a  team  wks  sent  to  New  York 
for  the  fourth  time  since  9/11.  Nineteen 
volunteers  continued  the  feeding  minis^ 
at  Groimd  Zero.  Work  continued  wim 
Graffi^QwuachJn  Manhattan,  wid\  funds 
being  Bihevolence  assistance  and 
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•  On  May  20,  a  team  of  nine  volimteers 
went  to  West  Virginia  to  do  "mud-out" 
after  floods  diere. 

•  On  June  4,  the  final  team  to  New  York 
continu^  the  feeding  operation,  with  22 
volimteers  operating  Hie  kitchen  at  Staten 
Island  at  die  Fresh  Kills  landfill.  Team 
members  were  put  in  clean  suits  and  respi¬ 
rators  while  working  at  the  landfill. 

•  On  July  11,  seven  childcare  workers 

and  equipment  went  to  Bandera,  Texas,  to 
assist  wim  ministry  to  flood  victims,  with 
additional  ministry  provided  to  pastors, 
parents,  and  Red  Cross  workers.  * 

•  On  July  19,  two  teams  including  11 
people  went  to  Israel  and  Gaza,  with  min-  worked  in  the  area.  During  Isidore,  die  widi  flooding  ar 
istry  to  children's  camps,  food  distribution  unit  fed  10,666  meals  and  involved  127  yol- 

and  general  work.  The  trip  provided  many  unteers.  In  Louisiana,  Mississippi  Baptists  •  On  Decei 
ministry  opportunities  imaer  intense  and  assisted  with  about  12,000  meals  and  relief  unit  resp 
dangerous  conclitions.  numerous  clean  up  projects.  struck  Newtc 

served  4000  mi 

•  On  September  16-23,  Barri  Shirley,  •  During  the  Mississippi  Baptist  — 

representing  die  h^issippi  Baptist  disas-  Convention  annual  meeting  in  late  "As  soon  as  a 
ter  relief  nunistry,  joined  missionaries  in  October,  a  survey  team  and  cleanup  team  to  the  area,"  Di 
Southern  Russia  to  tour  devastated  flood  hxim  Pearl  River  Association  assisted  in  situation,  tal 
areas  and  make  recommendations  for  sup-  cleanup  after  a  storm  in  the  local  area.  Eme^ency  Ma 
port  by  the  International  Mission  Board.  Red  Cross,  and 

•  On  November  10,  Columbus  experi-  can  do  to  help  \ 

•  On  September  23,  after  Tropical  Storm  enced  severe  tornado  damage.  For  the  next  Currendy,  th 
Isidore,  die  disaster  relief  unit  with  volun-  two  weeks,  Mississippi  disaster  relief  vol-  sists  of  about  1! 
teer  teams  movtd  to  First  Church,  Biloxi,  imteers,  along  with  others  from  Calhotm  several  Baptist 
to  b^in  feeding.  The  storm  also  affected  Association,  Pearl  River  Associaticm,  and  teams  of  their  o 
Gulfsnore  Assembly,  Shoreline  Park  local  Columbus  churches,  prepared  60,000  "The  secret  o 
Chiu^,  and  numerous  coastal  homes,  meals  involving  37  task  force  members  and  the  quality  of 
Mud-out  and  cleanup  teams  also  served.  over  200  additional  volunteers.  Cleanup  said.  They  kn 

teams  from  CaUioim  and  Prentiss  also  hel^  there  s  a  h 

•  The  feeding  unit  was  closed  October  2  assisted  witii  cleanup  in  Alabama.  "^eMississi 

at  die  approaw  of  Hurricane  Lili  to  die  Unit  and  assoc 

Louisiana  cost,  and  on  October  4  die  unit  •The  disaster  relief  ministry  help^  with  ed  by  gifts  i 


DAMAGE  REPAIR  —  Workers  at  East  End  Church,  Columbus,  work  to  replace  a  missing 
wall  from  the  sanctuary  with  a  temporary  wall  to  keep  out  the  elements  after  a  November 
10  tornado  swept  through  the  area.  The  Columbus  tornado  was  one  of  several  activations  in 
a  busy  2002  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster  Relief  Unit.  (BR  photo  by  Tony  Martin) 
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4,000  little  white  crosses 


Editor's 

Notebook 


✓"Vn  a  beautiful,  wind-swept  winter 
I  Imoming  earliCT  this  week,  I  touched 
4,000  little  white  crosses  planted  cm 
the  south  lawn  of  the  State  Capital 
Building  in  Jackson. 

It  took  Quite  a  while,  but  I  felt  it  was 
necessary.  I  felt  it  was  necessa^  because 
each  one  of  the  4,000  little  white  crosses 
represented  a  life  never  lived  and  hunum 
potential  unfulfilled  —  a  baby  aborted 
las^ear  in  Mississippi. 

Tne  4,000  crosses  stood  in  stark  con¬ 
trast  to  the  otherwise  good  news  released 
this  week  that  America's  abortion  rate  is 
at  its  lowest  level  since  infanticide  was 

- legalized  in  1972  by  the  highest 

court  in  the  land.  Mississippi's 
abortion  rate  has  fallen,  too. 

Reading  the  good  news  and  then 
coining  upon  the  sea  of  crosses  was 


Rngers  and  toes  bud  rapidly. 
Bo^  parts  quickly  take  on 
recognizable  shap&. 

In  the  30  years  since  this 
"simple"  out-patient  proce¬ 
dure  was  legalized,  we 
have  discovered  diat  many 
mothers  (and  fathers)  of 
d>ese  dead  babies  carry  the 
psychological  and  em(^ 
ticmal  scars  of  killiiK  tiieir 
children,  often  for  ttie  rest 
of  tiieir  lives. 

It's  called  phantom  baby 
syndrome  and  if  s  real.  The 
person  who  suffers  from 
this  syndrome  knows  a 
baby  snould  be  in  his/her 
life,  but  isn't.  As  a  society, 
we  have  only  begun  to 


a  true  paradox,  reminding  me  of  pray  the  terrible  price  for 
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boBi  h^  far  we  have  come  and  the^  crippled  people, 
how  far  we  have  left  to  go  in  rid-  In  the  30  years  since 
diiw  our  land  of  this  hornble  evil.  would-be  mothers  were 
m  the  30  years  since  the  U.S.  "liberated"  from  tiie  onus  of 
Supreme  Court  created  out  of  thin  giving  birth,  even  Norma 

air  a  constitutional  right  to  abor-  McCorvey,  ttie  plaintiff  in 

tion,  we  have  learned  much  about  the  Roe  v.  Y/ade  case  that 

this  once-unusual  "procedure"  legalized  abortion,  and 

H.  used  only  to  "flush"  the  ''product  of  Sandra  Cano,  the  plaintiff  in 

r  conception"  from  a  mother's  the  companion  case  Doe  v. 

'  uterus,  the  death  of  the  "fetus"  only  Bolton,  feilk  publicly  of  being 

an  antiseptic  result  of  a  woman^s  deceived  and  manipulatea 

"reproductive  fre^om."  by  pro-abortionists. 

However,  professors  in  medical  and  law  Do  you  know  why  side- 
schools  around  the  country  consider  walk  counselors  —  the  p^ 


Throughout  my  years  of 
involvement  with 
Woman's  Missionary 
Union  (WMU),  missionaries 
have  repeatedly  shared  with 
me  how  much  mey  depend  on 
our  prayers.  As  the  tragic 
reports  came  in  Dec.  30  fr^ 
Yemen,  1  was  reminded  that 
now  more  than  ever,  it  is  criti¬ 
cal  that  we  support  our  mis¬ 
sionaries,  lifting  them  up  in 
pr^er  daily. 

Praying  for  and  supporting 
missionanes  has  alw^s  been 
at  the  very  core  of  WMU.  For 
114  years,  WMU  members  of  all 
ages  have  prayed  for  mission¬ 
aries  in  their  meetings  and 
worship,  as  well  as  during  their 
personal  quiet  times. 

God  can  accomplish  His  work 
without  us,  but  He  chooses  to 
work  through  us  when  we  are 
faitoful  to  pray  and  to  share  our 
resources  on  behalf  of  oBiers. 

What  a  privilege  to  be  peiscm- 
ally  involved  in  the  support  of 
m^ionaries  Birough  pr^er!  As 
you  remember  Bie  faiBiful  men 
and  women  who  are  obedient  to 
God's  calling  on  their  lives, 
never  foiget  that  praying  for 
missionaries  is  one  of  Bie  most 


Union 


laughable  Bie  trimester  system  of  develop¬ 
ment  concocted  by  the  justices  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  that  day,  which  has 
doomed  millions  of  babies  to  death  in  the 
abortion  mills  that  quickly  sprang  up  all 
over  the  country  to  take  advantage  or  Bie 
financial  rewards  of  the  court's  numg. 

Then  came  Bie  remarkable  advances  in 
sonography  and  photographic  techniques 
that  rave  provided  a  cl^  window  of  the 
breathtaking  development  of  a  child  from  the 
moment  of  conception.  A  muscle  mass  begins 
to  beat  as  a  heart  just  days  after  conoepboa 


Bolton,  talk  publicly  of  being 
deceived  and  manipulatea 
by  pro-aborBonists. 

Do  you  know  why  side¬ 
walk  counselors  —  the  p^ 
pie  who  stand  outside 
aborBon  clinics,  hoping  and  praying  for  right.  Whether  or  not  she  is  religious,  she 
the  opportunity  to  convince  a  woman  not  knows  if  s  not  part  of  the  natur^  order  to 
to  abort  her  baby  —  are  so  despised  by  pro-  kill  her  offspring.  She  knows  that  inside  of 
aborBon  supporters  and  lawmakers?  her  is  a  living  child,  a  person,  a  human 

They  are  despised  because  their  oppo-  being.  She  knows,  to  the  depths  of  her  soul, 
nents  Know  that  if  they  get  a  fleetmg  that  she  should  not  kill  her  baby, 
chance  to  speak  to  a  would-be  mpther. .  All  evidence  points  to  the  medical,  legal, 
being  led  into  the  aborBon  cliiiic,  that  emoBonal,  and  spiritual  bankruptcy  of 
mother  will  likelv  choose  life  for  her  babv.  legalized  aborBon.  Yet  the  4,000  little  white 


being  led  into  the  aborBon  cliiiic,  that 
moBier  will  likely  choose  life  for  her  baby. 
Sie  will  likely  choose  life  for  her  baby 
because  she  Idiows,  deep  down  in  her 
heart,  that  what  she  is  aTOut  to  do  is  not 


emoBonal,  and  spiritual  oanKruptcy  or 
legalized  aborBon.  Yet  the  4,000  little  white 
crosses  continue  to  be  planted  every  year 
in  Mississippi. 

Why? 


Guest  Opinion: 

Prayer  vital  part 
of  mission  ^effort 


By  Wanda  S.  Lee,  executive  director 
Woman's  Missionary  Union 


His  world  through  His  children. 
To  be  pr^ared  tor  God  to  work 
in  our  lives,  study  and  aware¬ 
ness  of  His  world  is  necessary. 

As  we  expand  our  hori¬ 
zons,  we  can  oetter  see  God's 
plan  for  reaching  the  world 
and  our  personal  role  in  his 
plan.  The  more  we  learn,  the 
more  specific  our  praying  will 
be  as  we  support  worldwide 
missions  efforts. 

While  we  mourn  the  deaths 
of  Martha  Myers,  Bill  Koehn, 
and  Kathy  Gariety,  let  us 
remember  the  undying  love 
and  compassion  they  selflessly 
extended  to  a  lost  world.  With 
perseverance,  commitment, 
and  dedicaBon,  their  work  and 
ministry  undoubtedly  made  an 
eternal  impact  on  Bie  Yemeni 
people  they  loved  so  dearly. 

As  our  work  continues  in 
Yemen  and  many  other  areas, 
let  me  encourage  you  to  pray 
fervently  for  missionaries, 
their  families,  and  the  people 
they  serve.  Give  thanks  to 
God  for  those  who  have  com¬ 
mitted  their  lives  to  serve  him 
and  commit  yourself  to 
becoming  a  lifelong  missions 
learner  and  supporter. 


Lee,  a  registered  nurse,  is  a  vet- 

_  _ _ _ _ _  _  _ -  j* _ I 


important  things  we  can  do.  IIBLA  BAPTIST  HOSPITAL  —  The  Jibla  Baptist  Hospital  in  Yemen,  - 

In  addiBcm  to  praying,  let  me  founded  35  years  ago  by  Southern  Baptists  with  a  heart  for  the  people  Lee,  a  registered  nurse,  is  a  vet- 
encourage  you  to  intenBorally  of  Yemen,  eiKompasses  several  buildings  on  a  compound  adjacent  to  eran  of  numerous  medical  mission 
learn  more  about  missions,  a  mosque  with  a  minaret.  Three  Southern  Baptist  workers  were  slain  trips  and  other  mission  trips 
Missions  is  what  God  does  in  there  December  30  by  a  lone  Muslim  extremist.  (BP  photo)  around  the  world. 
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Moore 


gather  for  serious  Bible  studies 


HASTINGS,  Neb.  (BP)  —  r  .  ^  -  ^  ^  ^ 

When  Kae  Miller  began  leading  Christian  Resources  of  the 
Bible  studies  in  her  home  in  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

1982,  she  had  no  idea  that  two  Sh-'  * - ' - — 

decades  later  she  would  spend  since, 
more  than  60  hours  a  week  tinge 
helping  otiiers  learn  about  God. 

However,  the  Hastings, 

Nebraska,  woman  said  if  sne 
h^s  learned  anything,  it  is  tiuit 
GM  uses  ordinary  people  in 
extraordinary  ways. 

^'All  that  I  am  and  every¬ 
thing  I  do  is  by  the  ^ace  of  God 
because  his  Word  is  living  in  ai 
me,"  Miller  said.  "I  just  pray  I 
won’t  hinder  that  flow."  LifeWay  every  Beth  Moore 

Miller's  life  has  not  been  easy,  leader  book  available. 

She  has  dealt  r - - - 

witii  deatii, 

sickness, 

divorce,  and  ^ 

tile  blending  f' 

of  two  families  i 

with  12  chil-B^^^^^V 

dien  and  26 

grandchildren, 

"Through 
everything  \ 
hap- 

pened  in  my 
was 

always  God's 
got 

me  througn," 

Miller  "I 

such  ^ 

a  hunger  for 


Christ,  publ^hed  by  LifeWay  Since  then,  Miller  has  led 
”  '  ■  (  study  groups  for  six  of  Moore’s 

i.  seven  stuaies.  She  also  trav- 
She  hasnt  been  the  same  eled  to  Israel  and  Greece  to 
Beth's  studies  are  like  sit-  participate  in  the  videotaping 
iwn  and  beii^witii  Christ  of  two  of  them  —  Jesus,  the 
ally,"  ^d  Mmer,  who  has  One  and  Only  (Israel)  and 
completed  six  Beth  Moore  stud-  Moore's  seventh  and  newest 
ies,  some  several  times.  study.  Beloved  Disciple:  The 

Soon  after  conmleting  the  Life  and  Ministry  of  John, 
first  study,  Miller  was.  released  in  December  and 
approached  by  two  acquain-  videotaped  in  Greece, 
tances  who  asked  her  to  lead  a  In  tne  years  Miller  has 
small  group  in  her  home.  Miller  taught  Moore's  Bible  studies, 
immediately  and  in  her  her  enthusiasm  for  them  has 
excitement  ordered  from  not  waned.  She  completed  A 

Heart  Like  His,  Moore's  study 
of  David,  tive  times. 


BAPTISTS 


The 
Second 
Front  Page 


Published  Since  1877 


she 
;r  to 
ie  of 
man 
oul, 


So  Miller  and  several  others 
decided  that  if  Farris  could  not 
make  it  to  their  Bible  study, 
they  would  take  it  to  her. 

Each  Wednesday,  the  women 
gather  in  Farris’  mobile  home 
around  her  dining  room  table 
and  talk  through  the  tough 
questions  of  pain,  life,  sin  and 


answers  were 
there  in 
me." 

lofinor'^KiS  'N  THE  BEGINNING  —  Kae  Miller  (left)  meets  wi 
the  Bible  and  Beth  Moore's  works  together  more 
Shirley  Harms,  Carol  Ott,  and  Betty  Weston.  The  wc 
^o^^e  BWe  current  study  of  Beth  Moore's  A  Heart  Li 

than  the  topi-  ^  ]] 

cal  studies  offered  at  her 
church.  First  St.  Paul’s  examples  in  Betii's  studies  brir 
Lutheran  Church  in  Hastings,  us  face  to  face,  heart  to  heart  wil 
Then,  in  19%,  a  fellow  church  Christ,"  Miller  said.  "The  ^de 
member  invit^  her  to  a  Beth  introspection  lets  us  see  God  i 
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y  or  oem  moore  s  a  nean  likc  nis.  lor  pnoiu  uy  iveni  narviiit;/  jesug. 

- - -  One  and  Only,  Moore’s  work 

"The  Scripture,  reflecticMis  and  Miller’s  first  group  study  about  the  life  of  Christ. 

■  . .  spawned  several  others,  and  On  Thursday  mornings,  as 

now  she  leads  four  studies  a  Miller  leads  a  class  for  women 
week.  "Each  group  is  so  differ-  ages  70-95,  most  of  the  issues 
ent,"  Miller  saia.  "We  come  revolve  cucund  losing  a  spouse 
from  different  backgrounds,  or  dealing  with  children  and 
different  denominations,  and  grandchildren, 
each  lady  has  different  needs.  I  Miller's  newest  group  and 
just  try  to  be  flexible  and  imder-  final  one  each  week  takes  place 
stand  ^w  they  learn  best."  on  Thursday  evening.  Quite 
Every  other  Tuesday  the  different  from  the  omers  she 
"original"  group  gathers  at  leads,  this  group  includes  sev- 
Miltor's  home  to  study  A  eral  women  in  tneir  20s. 

Heart  Like  His.  "I  love  this  new  group 

After  meeting  for  nearly  because  they’re  so  excited,^’ 
seven  years,-  they  feel  com-  Miller  said.  "Each  week  one  of 
fortable  sharing  prayer  them  finds  something  in  the 
requests  and  praises  over  Bible  they  didn’t  know  was 
hazelnut  coffee  and  warm  there.  Their  passion  renews  me 
baiuma  nut  bread.  and  spurs  me  on." 


lent, 

and 

ean 

neni 


Mississippi  College  in  Clinton,  the  largest  educational  institution  affil¬ 
iated  witii  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention,  has  its  Division  n  nation¬ 
al  championship  footiiall  program  placed  on  probation  by  the  National 
Collegiate  AthMc  Asscxdation. 


Lloyd  Elder,  executive  vice-president  of  Southwestern  Semiiuuyin  Ft. 
worth,  is  nominated  to  succeed  Grady  C.Cauthen  as  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Sunday  Sdiool  Boardf  in  Nashville.  Caumen  will  retire  as 
fMCsident  on  Fdmiary  1. 


Agreement  is  readied  with  the  Mississippi  State  Building  Comnussion 
for  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Hospital  in  Jack^  to  purdiase  the  old  Blind 
Institute  property  across  the  street  from  the  hospital  for  tile  sum  of  $325/XX). 
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Quiet  toymaker  guarded  lifestyle,  word 


Father  remembered  as  'good  and  faithful  servant' 


BURLESON,  Texas  (BP)—  During  a 
memorial  service  in  honor  of  their  father, 
the  daughters  of  slain  Southern  Baptist  hos- 

f)ital  administrator  Bill  Koehn  made  public 
etters  they  had  written  to  tfieir  father  after 
they  received  news  of  his  death.  The  letters, 
friends  and  family  said,  were  part  of  the 
dau^ters'  process  of  grieving  and  a  way  to 
honor  their  father's  service.  ^ 

Janelda  Koehn  Pearce  and  Samantha 
Koehn  McGlothlin  granted  permission  for 
Baptist  Press  to  repnnt  the  letters. 

Daddy, 

There  are  not  enough  words  to  express 
how  much  I  love  ana  respect  you.  i  am 
proud  of  the  ways  you  used  the  precious 
wars  vou  had  on  earth.  I  know  that  on 
Dec.  3()  when  you  met  Jesus,  he  smiled  and 
said,  'Welcome  home  my  good  and  faithful 
servant!'  I  can  see  the  lines  of  people 
thanking  you  for  giving  to  the  Lord  so  they 
may  be  saved.  I  can  aiM  see  you,  because 
of  your  very  nature,  laying  the  crowns  you 
stored  up  in  heaven  at  the  feet  of  Jesus. 

1  celeorate  your  life  and  the  way  you 
lived  it.  You  taught  me  to  be  a  cheerful 
giver  of  one's  seB.  Once,  when  I  pouted 
about  setting  the  table  for  mom,  you  told 
me  that  Goa  only  wants  a  cheerful  giver, 
not  only  monetarily  but  also  in  service  to 
him.  Dad,  not  only  did  you  preach  this 
principle  but  you  lived  it  m  the  ways  you 
gave  of  yourself,  your  time,  your  talents 
and  your  money.  You  always  gave  cheer¬ 
fully,  never  expecting  anydimg  m  return. 


Dad,  I  am  glad  you  taught  me  to  be 
thankful  'in  all  things.'  Because  of  what 
you  taught  me  I  can  even  find  things  to  be 
thankful  for  in  your  death.  Your  sacrifice 
was  not  in  vain;  in  contrast  you  touched 
even  more  lives  in  your  death.  God's  king¬ 
dom  has  been  and  will  be  glorified  in  this, 
the  greatest  sacrifice  you  have  ever  made. 

I^d,  thank  you  for  showing  me  how  to  be 
a  good  parent  Dy  your  exam^.  I've  always 
samd  that  if  my  cnudren  loved  and  re^>ected 
me  as  much  as  I  love  and  respect  you,  then  I 
will  f^l  as  though  I  am  a  succesaFul  parent 
You  taught  me  such  priceless  values.  I  only 
wish  your  grandchildren  could  see  you 
dem(Histrate  those  (qualities  like  I  had  the 
privilege  of  witressing.  You  are  a  man  of 
incredmle  integri^,  humility,  and  wisdom. 
Your  legacy  wiD  live  on  forever. 

I  know  you  never  dxxi^t  your  single  life 
would  tou^  the  woiid  but  in  giving  your  life, 
even  unto  death,  for  those  loved  you, 
you  touched  more  people  than  you  could 
ever  imaglTO.  You  left  this  eartn  in  gteat 
hcmor  ana  in  hat  you  also  honcxed  GocL 

I  could  not  wait  imtil  October  when  we 
were  finaUy  going  to  be  togeher  as  a  fiuni- 
ly.  Now  that  will  never  happen,  but  as  a 
legacy  to  you  and  your  wcmderful  life, 
every  time  I  dunk  alxiut  or  Icxig  for  die 
things  I  wish  you  were  here  to  share  I  will 
remmd  your  grandchildren  of  who  you 
were  and  we  will  pray  for  those  who  are 
unsaved,  especially  duise  in  Yemen. 

Daddy,  I  want  you  to  Imow  that  I  count 
it  die  higjiest  hoivor  to  be  known  as  your 


daughter.  Let  my  life  not  put  you  to  shame. 
I  u>ve  you  Daddy! 

Samantha,  your  ^Mou%' 

Dear  Daddy, 

I  just  wanted  to  write  you  and  tell  you 
how  much  I  loved  and  admired  you.  I  love 
how  you  held  die  truth  and  honesty  at  a 

Eremium.  I  love  how  you  always  tned  to 
>am  from  problems.  You  once  said  after 
Mom  had  pneumonia  that  probably  any- 
one  who  couldn't  afiord  meets  for  pneumo¬ 
nia  would  get  them  anyway,  after  watch¬ 
ing  Mom  struggle  just  to  breathe. 

I  remember  how  you  taught  us  that 
marriage  was  forever.  You  epitomized 
unconcuticMial  love. 

How  proud  I  am  to  tell  people  about  the 
pcxir  children  you  sent  to  schex)!.  The  poor 
you  fed  with  die  proceeds  from  your  crafts. 
How  you  ministered  to  those  orphaned 
boys:  toys,  food,  clodies,  and  medical  care. 
How  you  cared  for  the  prisoners. 

You  are  in  heaven  now  collecting  your 
Icx^  deserved  crowns. 

How  I  shall  miss  die  shop  time  we  will 
never  have;  the  Habitat  tor  Humanity 
house  we  won't  build  together. 

You  are  face  from  pain  —  no  more  hip 
pain,  no  more  gout 

You  used  to  say  to  me  when  we  would 
leave:  'Gcxl  alone  lonows  when  we  shall  see 

eacii  other  again.' And  my  response  ^ways 

is: 'Then  we  will  leave  it  in 
I  love  you.  Daddy. 

Jay 


Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx 
copyright  2002 

FSY  TO  BFLIORROY 
VOPFAEO  GW  KTOXL 
ASVORXOW.  FSY  TO 
NOSK  LGASY  FVGAK  KTO 
IXRRFZOE,  KOFFTXSZ. 

BFLC  EXJ:EXj 
due:  T=H 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge. 
A  King  lames  Version  Bible 
verse  has  been  encoded  by  let¬ 
ter  substitution.  The  same  letter 
is  substituted  throughout  the 
puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error. 
Answer  to  last  week's  puzzle: 
Amos  Eight;  Four 


BURLESON,  Texas  (BP)  —  For  hours 
Bill  Koehn  sat  at  his  workbench,  carefully 
fashioning  scraps  of  wood  into  toys  for  the 
children  of  Yemen. 

A  Southern  Baptist  representative  and 
hospital  administrator  at  the  Jibla  Baptist 
Hospital  in  Yemen,  Koehn  never  expect¬ 
ed  money  in  exchange  for  the  toys,  the 
toy  maker's  friends  and  relatives  said  at 
a  Burleson,  Texas,  memorial  service  in 
honor  of  the  slain  International  Mission 
Board  (1MB)  worker. 

In  fact,  seeing  the  smiles 
of  the  children  vvho  received 
the  toys  was  payment 
enough  for  the  28-year  vet¬ 
eran  worker,  they  said. 

Koehn,  who  believed  that 
sharing  the  Gospel  began 
'Restyle  and  keepmg 
word,"  was  among 
career  personnel  killed 
in  Yemen  Dec.  30  by  an 
Islamic  extremist  who 
reportedly  told  police  he 
wanted  to  "cleanse  his  reli¬ 
gion  and  get  closer  to  Allah." 
Also  killed  were  physician 
Martha  Myers  of  Alabama 
and  purenasing  manager 
Katlw  Gariety  of  Wisconsm. 

More  than  200  people 
attended  the  memorial  ser¬ 
vice  at  Cross  Timber 
Church,  among  them  IMB 
President  Jerry  Rankin, 
Southern  Baptist 

Convention  (SBC)  President 
Jack  Graham,  Annuity 
Board  President  O.S. 
Hawkins  and  approximate¬ 
ly  100  current  and  former  IMB  workers. 

Rankin  said  at  the  memorial  service  that 
the  murders  in  reality  had  not  accom¬ 
plished  what  the  gunman  intended. 

"The  gunman  did  not  take  their  lives, 
for  they  had  already  given  them  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Yemen  years  ago." 


REMEMBERING  DAD, 
FRIEND  —  janelda  Koehn 
Pearce  (left)  receives  a  hug 
from  family  friend  Jon 
Tillinghast  after  a  memorial 
service  in  Burleson,  Texas, 
celebrating  the  life  and  work 
of  her  father,  William  E. 
Koehn,  a  30-year  Baptist  hos¬ 
pital  administrator  in  Yemen 
Killed  Dec.  30  by  a  Muslim 
gunman.  (BP  photo  by  Mo 
Sadjadpour) 


THREE  DECADES  OF  CARE  —  William  Koehn  (left),  one  of  three  Southern  Baptist 
workers  slain  Dec.  30  in  Yemen,  visits  with  a  patient  at  the  Jibla  Baptist  Hospital  in 
Yemen,  where  he  had  worked  nearly  three  decades  before  being  murdered  by  a 
Muslim  fanatic  who  smuggled  a  weapon  past  hospital  security.  (BP  photo) 


Rankin  also  said  the  gunman  could  not 
extinguish  the  memory  of  Kodin's  "remark¬ 
able  tenure,"  especially  when  he  went 
beyond  his  duties  as  a  hospital  administrator 
to  minister  to  orphans  ana  ofoer  children. 

Bill  Hart,  who  served  as  pastor  or  "coun¬ 
selor"  of  the  Jibla  International  Fellow^p 
from  1994  until  he  was  dia^osed  witn 
Parkinson's  disease  and  cancer  in  1999,  said 
Koehn  was  "constantly  looking  for  avail¬ 
able  money  to  assist  widows,  orphans,  and 
prisoners.  He  helped  thousands.^' 

Cfoe  day  the  Yemeni  people  would 
know  that  a  prophet  had  been  among 
them,  said  Scott  Whitson,  pastor  of  Cross 
Timbers  Church,  Burleson. 

"Bill  was  not  in  Yemen  because  an 
agency  sent  him,  not  because  a  conven¬ 


tion  encouraged  him  to  go,  not  because 
of  the  Cooperative  Program  and  not 
because  his  family  encouraged  him  t(^o. 

He  was  there  because  a  sovereign  God 
looked  across  the  sea  and  had  compas-  | 
sion  on  the  people  of  Yemen,"  he  said. 

Kochn's  wife  Marty  remains  in  Yemen 
where  she  cemtinues  to  minister  to  her  late 
husband's  colleagues  and  the  people  of  Jibla. 

Koehn  was  bom  in  Cimarron,  Kansas, 
on  March  9, 1942.  He  received  a  bachelor  of 
science  degree  in  business  from  Fort  Hays 
Kansas  State  College  and  also  attended  tne 
University  of  Kansas  at  Lawrence  and 
Midwestern  Seminanr  in  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Martha  ' 
Walker  Koehn,  and  daughters  Janelda 
^ay"  Pearce  and  Samantha  McGlothlin. 
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AAEO  reaching  for  record  heights  in  '03 


SHOCCO  SPRINGS, 
(BP)  —  Southern  Baptists 
tributed  a  record  $49.25 
lion  to  North  American 
missions  through  the 
Aimie  Armstroi^  Easter 
Offering  in  2002,  repre¬ 
senting  a  two  percent 
increase  over  the 
amount  contributed  the 
previous  year. 

North  American 
Mission  Board  (NAMB) 
President  Robert  E. 
Reccord  announced  the 
total  during  the  annual 
Woman's  Missionary 
Union  (WMU)  executive 
board  meeting,  Jan.  11-14 
at  Shocco  Spnngs  Baptist 
Assembly  in  Alabama. 

"With  the  drop  in 
income  last  year  from  our 
reserves  and  FamilyNet 
television  ad  sales,  it  was 
only  the  faithfulness  of 
Southern  Baptists 
through  the  [Annie 
Annstrong]  Offering  and 
the  Coojjerative  Program 
that  kept  missions  viable 
in  the  economic  chal¬ 
lenges  which  we  still 
face,"  Reccord  said. 

TTie  volunteer  effort 
of  thousands  of  dedicat¬ 
ed  pastors,  WMU  work¬ 
ers,  and  other  local 
church  volunteers  keep 


Ala.  the  promotional  costs  to  an  reported.  Even  that  amount,  Armstrong  receipts  directly 

con-  astonishing  one  percent  of  the  however,  is  paid  for  by  other  support  missionaries  and 

mil-  total  amount  raised,  Reccord  sources  so  that  100%  of  Annie  their  work. 

"This  is  truly  a  miracu¬ 
lous  offering,"  Reccord 
said. 

WMU  initiated  the 
national  offering  in  1895 
to  support  ^uthem 
Baptist  missionaries  in 
the  United  States.  In  1903, 
the  offering  was  named 
in  honor  of  WMU's 
founder,  Annie 

Armstrong.  More  than 
$920  million  has  been 
given  since  that  time. 

The  2003  offering  will 
be  promoted  in  most 
Soufnem  Baptist  church¬ 
es  this  spring  between 
the  Marcn  2-9  Week  of 
Prayer  for  North 
American  Missions  and 
Easter  on  April  20.  A  spe¬ 
cial  section  in  the 
February  27  issue  of  The 
Baptist  Record  will  be 
detail  the  offering. 

The  2003  national 
goal  is  $53  million.  The 
offering  supplies  more 
than  40%  of  the  NAMB 
budget.  The  NAMB 
cooperates  with  state 

MISSIONARYATWORK  — Norman  Cannada  (right),  a  church  planting  missionary  in  Baptist  conventions  in 
Charleston,  W.V.,  prays  witfi  a  young  woman  in  inner<ity  community.  Cannada's  supporting  5,204  mis- 
work  is  supported  in  part  by  Southern  Baptist  gifts  to  the  Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering  sionaries  m  the  United 
for  North  American  Missions.  (BP  photo  by  Touchton)  States  and  Canada. 


God's  Great  Power  Source 

Prayer  —  genuine,  honest,  fer¬ 
vent,  effectual  prayer  is  God's 
great  source  of  power  to  meet 
every  need,  accomplish  every 
task,  and  bless  every  life  each 
day,  for  every  generation.  That 
being  true,  most  of  us  who  know 
the  Lord  and  have  touched  or  s=s^=! 
been  touched  by  the  power  of  prayer  seem 
to  cycle  in  and  out  of  our  experience  of  and 
dependence  on  prayer.  It  seems  as  though 
we  discover  and  rediscover  prayer  truths 
and  continually  relive  the  great  adventure 
of  prayer. 

Over  the  past  few  years,  millions  have 
been  guided  to  a  new  prayer  experience 
through  the  Old  Testament  Prayer  of  Jabez. 
Recently,  a  number  of  new  books  have 
been  written  and  published  and  are  being 
devoured  that  refocus  us  on  God's  call  to 
prayer.  Among  the  new  writings  are  two 
Books  on  The  Lord's  Prayer,  one  by  Ken 
Hemphill  and  one  by  Ray  Pritchard. 

For  me,  my  latest  prayer  Journey 
began  with  the  entrance  into  this  new 
year  —  2003.  It  was  not  a  New  Year's 
resolution  that  1  would  pray  more,  or 
study  more  about  prayer,  or  memorize 
more  verses  about  prayer;  instead,  it  was 
simply  a  renewal  of  commitment  to  the 
Lord  that  1  did  not  want  to  go  through 
this  year  unless  1  could  go  dirough  it 
walking  and  talking  with  Him.  So,  in 
January  I  began  reading  the  book.  And 
when  You  Pray,  by  Ray  Pritchard. 

A  number  of  times  throughout  my 
personal  journey  and  my  pastoral  exp^ 
rience  with  congregations,  1  have 
focused  on  The  Lord's  Prayer.  There  are 
a  number  of  things  about  The  Lord's 
.  Prayer  that  have  always  caught  mv 
attention:  its  simplici^  —  there  are  real¬ 
ly  no  big,  multisyllabic  words  to  stumble 
over;  its  shortness  —  only  about  65 
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Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


words  frame  this  prayer;  and  its  scope  — 
it  covers  everything.  Whatever  1  face 
now,  need,  or  experience  in  the  future,  is 
right  there. 

As  1  was  reading  through  the  book,  1 
came  to  a  "do  something^'  section  that 
the  author  had  put  in  each  chapter.  This 
one  said,  "Re-write  The  Lord  s  Prayer, 
putting  it  into  your  own  words."  Well,  1 
thougm  that  was  rather  bodacious.  1  rea¬ 
soned  to  myself,  "Well,  certainly  1  can't 
improve  on  what  the  Lord  gave  us  and 
I'm  not  going  to  sit  here  and  pretend  as 
though  I  can  do  better  by  adding  any¬ 
thing  or  even  reshaping  the  prayer."  But, 
the  writer  spoke  to  me  and  said  in  his 
action  step,  "Add  any  phrases  that  will 
help  you  express  each  petition  in  terms 
of  your  own  circumstances." 

Well,  I  sat  there  for  a  while  and  1 
began  to  think  in  terms  of  my  own  life, 
my  own  culture,  my  own  history,  my 
own  dreams,  and  my  own  shortcomings. 
I  decided  that  maybe  I  would  give  it  a 
shot.  I  have  known  The  Lord's  Prayer 
since  I  was  a  preschooler,  yet  I  never 
thought  about  just  writing  it  down  and 
talking  to  the  Father  for  my  own  needs 
for  that  day.  So,  I  began... 

Dear  God  of  greatness  and  vastness, 
whose  very  presence  allows  me  to  see 
my  smallness, 

and  who  alone  is  worthy  of  my  worship. 

Help  me  to  see  the  "  big  picture"  of  your  loork  — 


without  labels, 
without  boundaries, 
without  colors  or  languages, 
without  limitations  or  lazi¬ 
ness,  and  then  simply  do 
what  you  ask  me  to  ao. 

Please  meet  my  needs  of  today  — 
health, 
strength, 
food, 

refreshment, 
friends  and  focus. 


Please  remove  the  barriers  I  often  set  up... 
and  help  me  remove  barriers  that  others 
may  be  setting  up  around  me. 

Today,  lead  me  to  each  spot  — 
every  experience, 

and  any  person,^  to  be  right  where 
you  want  me  to  be... 

Right  where  you  are! 

Help  me  to  avoid  temptations  and  to  move  auHiy 
from  them  a  mile  before  they  come  into  my  vatli. 
Lord,  today  is  your  day!  I  am  available  for 
Kingdom  business  and'know  your  resources 
are  ready  for  my  use.  Then  at  day's  end.  I'll 
be  able  to  look  back  and  see  where  we  have 
been  together  and  say,  "the  Lord  deserves  all 
of  the  ^ory  for  what  has  happened,  f( 
ries  won,  for  trials  endured,  and  fo\ 
enjoyed.  An 


br  victo- 
and  for  people 


imen. 


The  Lord  gave  us  a  model  of  praying 
and  it  was  only  about  65  words  long.  My 
prayer,  at  least  on  this  occasion,  with  the 
same  frame,  but  with  my  verbage,  was 
over  three  times  as  long.  As  I  finished  and 
reflected  on  the  prayer,  it  occurred  to  me 
that  two  wonderful  aspects  of  the  prayer 
remained  the  same:  1)  the  Father  deeply 
cares  about  me,  and  2)  1  deeply  care  about 
the  Father  and  His  will  for  my  life. 

He  is  waiting  to  hear  from  us  today. 
Don't  disappoint  Him.  Do  enjoy  Him! 


♦ 


Tablet  find 
may  date 
to  Temple 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 

A  Southern  Baptist  seminary 
professor  voiced  caution  )an. 

15  amid  news  reports  high¬ 
lighting  what  could  be,  as  one 
account  put  it,  "the  most  sig¬ 
nificant  archaeological  finding 
yet  in  Jerusalem  and  the  land 
of  Israel."  If  authenticated,  a 
sandstone  tablet  apparently 
discovered  on  the  Temple 
Mount  would  become  the  first 
piece  of  physical  evidence 
confirming  a  biblical  text. 

The  tablet  is  about  the  size 
of  a  legal  pad  and  has  a  10- 
line  inscription  in  ancient 
Phoenician  that  corresponds 
with  a  passage  in  2  Kings  12 
calling  for  temple  repairs. 

According  to  an 
Associated  Press  (AP)  report, 
experts  at  Israel's  Geological 
Institute  have  studied  the 
tablet  over  the  past  year,  and 
their  findings  show  it  is 
authentic.  Researchers  at  the 
institute  found  microscopic 
flecks  of  gold  that  could  have 
been  burnt  into  the  stone 
when  a  building  containing 
both  the  tablet  and  gold 
objects  was  destroyed,  the  AP 
reported  Jan.  14. 

Steven  M.  Ortiz,  assistant 
professor  of  archaeology  at  New  - 
Orleans  Seminary,  told  Baptist 
Press  that  the  tablet  could  be  a 
forgery.  "I  suspect  that  the  initial 
sensationalism  of  this  find  will 
quickly  subside  as  it  is  subject  to 
scrutiny  by  the  academic  com¬ 
munity,"  he  said. 

The  discovery,  if  authentic, 
could  not  only  serve  to  con¬ 
firm  the  biblical  text  but  also 
to  increase  tension  between 
jews  and  Muslims  in 
Jerusalem.  Muslims  insist  that 
no  Jewish  shrine  ever  stood  at 
the  Temple  Mount,  and  that 
claim  has  contributed  to  failed 
negotiations  between  Israelis 
and  Palestinians  over  control 
of  the  ancient  landmark  in 
Jerusalem. 
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w  «« sw  V.  >  irst 
Church, 
M  a  b  e  n  , 
recently 
received  a 
pin  for  hav¬ 
ing  perfect 
attendance 
for  39  years. 


Lucy  Trigg 


Gene 
Lewis  Douglas,  for¬ 
mer  pastor  of 
West  McComb  Church, 
McComb,  resigned  in  July  _  to 
become  a  full-time  e\’angeiist  He 
has  since  traveled  throughout 
Mississippi,  Missouri,  cmd 


revivals, 
retreats,  and 
conferences. 
He  can  be 
contacted  at 
(601)  567- 

2370. 

Lucy 
Trigg  of 
Union 
Church, 
Seminary, 
has  not 
missed  a 
Sunday 
service  in 
over  a  year. 
She  is  pic- 


Geitrude  Palmertree . 

tured  at  Unions  Old  Fashion 
Christmas  Tea. 

Dublin  Church,  Carson,  pre¬ 
sented  a  $1,500  check  to  Shelly 
Bates  for  her  student  mission 
work  in  Hcmg  Kong.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are  rat  Nations,  pas¬ 
tor,  and  Bates. 

Poplar  Creek  Nations  Church, 
Kilmichael,  honored  Gertrude 
Palmertree  on  Nov.  10  for  her  71 
years  as  a  member.  A  surprise 
ser\'ice  and  luncheon  paid  trib¬ 
ute  to  Palmertree. 


emphasis  in 
business 
administra¬ 
tion.  Brett  is 
an  active 
member  of 
Bellevue 
Church, 
Oxford.  He 
is  pictured 
with  •  the 
interim  pas¬ 
tor,  Winston 
Ross. 


Pat  Nations,  pastor,  and  Shelly,  Bates 


BreH  Williams  and  Winston  Ross,  interim  pastor 


PRESENTS 


The  11th  Annual 
William  E.  Conger,  Jr.  Lectures 
ON  Biblical  PreaghpiCI?^;;^^^ 


PREACfflNG 


February^ 
1 1  A.hl.  Andrew  GbIB( 
Beeson  1|^nity  Schoo^ 


inv 


What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light;  and  what 


our  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 
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this  'i>a^  for... 

Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 


January  24  -  February  6,  2003 

Phone  601-292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1 -800-7TB7-7729  (PRAY) 


"To  f^ra^  Ls  to  change.  'Tracer  is  the  central  ay^evtue  Qob  uses  to  transform  us.  If 
wlp  are  unWiLLin^  to  change.  We  Will  ahanhon  prater  as  a  noticeable  characteristic 
of  our  li\^es.  'The  closer  We  come  to  the  heartbeat  of  Qo^  the  more  We  see  our  neeh 
anh  the  more  We  lesire  to  be  conformed  to  Christ." 


For  (1)  Aim  Keyboard  Fcilivali; 
FK,  Uoxi;  HeniMido  K, 


CroMfrictlC, 
c30-£30|i 


For  (D.IM* MwTi  Day  Vm 
Eiapbadi^j  (2)  Flaaaa  raawiiibar  a 
coopl^  A.aad  Z.  In  loania.  The 

■Ma,WNHqM&^ 

aSow  it  M  jjHnjilllM  of  Z. 
wooM  beaa^U  IlijMt  ha 
would  dnbcwnadyme  Mbia  aa 
wait 


Ova  la  variow  droimalaiKta,  areaa 
Of  nonMiw  nHnM  wn  iwo  mn 

bigupfarwilaa 
fraykaldiaaai 

opan  far  Sia  flaanldSba  iharad  bi 
lha  cMaa,  ’ 
vaKayt.  Aab  Cwfto^  OnMm 
apMciaa  and  panannal  Iba  wbdon 
to  utifaa  Hia  raaourcaa  affictively 
and  aconondcaHy. 


For  (1)  H-vocational 

- ^  »  PAja - 

t^lVOe  l/WOlCfp 

Harrlabiw|SC,Ti 
araa^npV irAm-.  q> state 

HarrBbnw  SC^apaff,  1*J0  p.in., 
27*  -.d— 

Stala  EvannaliaM  Coadaranca  * 
Wonian'a  Track,  HarrMurg  K, 
Tapalo,  1:30, 27*  •  4  pun.,  28* 
(WMU) 


Rick  StiMhard  la  director  of  prayar 
and  ipiritMal  awakanbia  wi*  the 
Ftorida  lapdat  ConveniOon.  Pray 
I  for  hbn  to  hav^lMnn  bi  equip¬ 
ping  and  cncodfAf  paraonal  and ' 
I  church  prayar  iidlUiu,  and  tor  | 
'  writbig  prayar^Hl^iala. 


'l^ichar'b  'Toster  in  CeLebration  of  ^isci/fUne\ 


•  ■randon,6:30-*30pni(CM);(2) 
.  Stale  KU  RaiMt  Cm 
,  Caraywa,  Mk,  24*  • 

'  2  pjn.,  25lluiaQWM  Pray 
'  today  tor  PMdintaIn  Shui- 
r  'Man  ofTaiwanieaalam  Alia 


Pray  tor  lalvation  tor  two  Boanian  | 
woman,  M.  and  A.  Serb  Team  | 
MCaiwCn  nici  mw  hors  oi  dr  | 
hoapital  to 


Riy  No  a  flOOCfn  alMHORinCi  WvOl 

the  Ubaria  liptial  Theological 
Saaitoiry  u4io  arc  cerving  Ovou^iout 
Ubcrialroail  ‘  '  '  •  ' 


their  lan^SeThiwI^  th^  wW 
read  the  Serbian  RWcf  tiven  to 
them  and  that  they  can  oa  con¬ 
nected  wi*  a  church  to  Houaton.  j 

Recently  there  have  been  dcnuin- 
itraliona  to  Manbul,  Turkey, 
agatoat  America  and  the  peaetola 
war  to  Iraq.  If  thare  ie  war,  Turkey  , 
wiRUkelytwanfhportantet^ 
yomid  tor  th^nlitary  aetton. 

Pray  for  peace  AiWanbul  and 
eaf^  tor  the  believere  and 
duHthec  to  Manbul. 


i  awarcncai,  and 

IMODlly  ■ROIIR  OR  ORSHBRi  Of  OnKr* 

nalk  dnpiaced  acnam  who  are  cur¬ 
rently  Hdng  in  *e  Monrovia  area. 

For  (1)  B^tM  Buildtog  Staff  AT 
HOME  DAYS,  5*  -  7th;  (2) 

a  at  A  a  ■!  ^ - -t-  ^  StiM 

fVDCoROI  ^^•ffloloB  R  ICDnl  ICD^Ro  fo#o 

the  •outhwceUdip’uri  ffliniotry 
reoource  tea^^wyetta,  hie  wife, 
ie  literacy  mW3h|  coordtoator  tor 
Miaaouri  BaptMvfray  that 
churchee  will  m  etarlM  and  exM- 
ing  churchee  iticnglhcncd  to  meet 
the  nee*  of  the  region. 


For  (1)  Church  Buetoeei 
Admtoietration  Conference;  FBC, 
Madhon;  BJO  ajn.  ■  4 1 
(P/U));  QISeveraLBiai  narles  to 
EailemAMaM^w  nctoglB- 


pereon- 
torCod 
protection 


For  (1)  Church  Buitocae 
Adodniebatioo  Conference,  Weet 
EmeviHe  BC,  EHiaviRe,  B:30  ajn.  • 
4  pjn.  (P/LDhi2)  Prayior  the 
political  an 

^ — a-  -i - 

AOIRODWOv 

among  the 
tog  numbcff 
Kingdom. 


For  (1)  Church  Muak  Conference} 
Wed  ttel^  BC,  Pontotoc;  noon,: 
Mh-noon,7*(CM);a)MBREA  ■ 
Convention;  FBC,  Biloxi;  (3)  Pray 
tor  Thailan^|uinttian  leaden  ae 
they,develo|fl^  to  strategically 
reach  BangMjpr  Christ.  Pray 
that  they  wiHoe  aUc  to  develop 
creative  evangelistic  approaches 
and  effective  tollow.up  methods. 


^For  (1)  Atm  Keyboard  Festivals; 
41*  Woo*  BC,  lackson; 
.tjwniamiel  BC,  Grenada;  Nor* 
XSreanwood  BC,  Greenwood,  8:30 


safe  places  todoon 
'vied. 


tooro- 

tobebap- 


For  (1)  True  love  Waits  (DBiFM 
Emphasis);  O)  Bill  Barker  of  Scott 
Oi^  W.  Va.,  is  director  of 
'/(Appalachian  Regional  Ministry. 
:nray  for  the  803  focus  on 
.Pktiburgh,  PcM,  the  largest 
jpueached  seclon  of  Appidachia. 
Also  pray  for  the  work  taktog 
place  thu  whiter  wi* 
bi>vocational  pastors. 


.•  • 

«• 

I! 


I 


\ 


f. 

rJ 

i-i 


January  30 

First  Baptist  Church 
Madison 

January  31 

West  Ellisville 
Baptist  Church 
Ellisville 


Church  Business 
Administration  Conference 


Our  L  III 
ii  Siller  rhiLL 


For  more  info,  call  the  Pastor/Leadership  Development 
at  1-800-748-1651  or  601-292-3305 


CO 


Firil 


VBfaMBrs 


aS&v 


5  %. 


1400-748-ini  tr  loi-ni-im 


tt  tncfc  iRR  dn  20C3  UMM. 

(CtItSSiMS  1:12-14) 

Take  your  ebureb  on  a  Great  Kingdom 
.  ^  ^  Caper  for  VBS  2003!  Becky  Martin  Avm 

^  LifeWay  will  be  here  to  lead  us  through  a 

twisting  maze  of  clues  that  will  help 
0  crack  the  code  of  a  lifetime  and  learn  bow  to 


live  with  Christian  character,  gg 

rmeemrkaSmsaiSsm  C/i 


Filinary11.2l03.liAiNi  B 

MaiDiRHipBsiClRCt  jS 

l68ColRWIrln,lactSN.RS  3 

Fe(Niani10.2003.9iJL-11iJL  FemaryltlMlUOpm-IJOiuiL  ^ 
HmiaptisiCliurcti  TrMtyBapdstClircfe  ^ 

506  lefl  Dam  Aniw.lofig  leach,  MS  7200SwiiaealaaiLSaathawa,MS  ^ 
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Harmontown  Church  Oxford,  Christmas  Float 


Covington/Jefferson 
Davis  Association  will  host  a 
Worldshakers  Youth  Rally 
Jan.  24  at  6  p.m.  at 
Williamsburg. 


MISSISSIPPI  BAPTISTS; 

Thank  you  for  1 0  years  of  involvement 
in  Mississippi  River  Ministry. 


MiyiitMM 


First  Church,  Columbia,  will 
hold  the  annual  women's  confer¬ 
ence,  One  Women's  Joum^,  on 
Feb.  7  from  6-7:30  p.m.  and  I^.  8 
from  8  a.m.-2:30  p.m.  Patricia 
Lum,  Clinton,  will  be  speaking. 
Saturday  morning  registration 
will  be  8^:45  a.m.  Tickets  are  $20 
for  pre-registraticKi  and  $25  at  the 
door.  For  more  information,  call 
(601)  736-2608. 


Children  of  Hebron  Church,  Smithdale 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Medicare  Suppiement  or 
Prescription  Drugs?  If  yes,  Call  Today! 


•  Disability  Medicare  Supplement 

Under  age  65 . New  Low  Rates! 

Drug  Card! 

•  Medicare  Supplement  Age  65-99 

New  Low  Rate  Non-smoker  plan 

Save  up  to  50%  on  your  Medicare 

Supplement...Call  and  ask  about 

our  Low  Non-Smoker  Rates  Today!  •- 

•  New  Prescription  Plan  For  Seniors 

Call  today  for  free  information! 


Call  today  for  free  information: 

E.F.  Hutton  Insurance 
Marketing 

P.O.  Box  5127,  Brandon.  MS  39047 

or  can  toU-froo: 
1-800-880-2305 

Agents  needed: 

For  complete  details  on  all  plans  including 
limitations  and  exclusions  call  today. 

Not  connected  with  any  Federal  program. 


roR  TUL  Record 


The  WMU  of 
Mt  Pisgah 

C  h  u  ir  c  n  / 
Carrollton,  recent¬ 
ly  assembled  sun 
catchers  to  raise 
money  for  the 
Lottie  Moon 
Christmas 
Offering.  They 
sold  than  at  Flea 
Markets  and  to 
individuals  in  the 
community,  rais¬ 
ing  over  $140  in 
offering. 


Gold  City  will 

be  in  concert  at  wj 

Zion  HiU  Church, 

Wesson,  on  Feb.  13  at  7  p.m. 
Tickets  are  $10  in  advance  and 
$12  at  the  door.  They  are  avail¬ 
able  at  Copiah  Bank,  Wesson; 


The  children  of 
Hebron  Church, 
Smithdale,  helped 
wrap  58  shoe  boxes 
for  the  Samaritanfs 
Purse  Christmas  Box 
mission  project. 
Pictured  (from  left, 
front)  are  Abbi 
Holmes,  Marlee 
Touchstone,  Darren 
Mercier,  (back)  Erica, 
Danielle,  and 

Courtney 
Touchstone,  Lauren 
Westbrook,  Hannah 
Holmes,  and  Roman 
Mercier. 


Pisgah  Church  WMU,  Carrollton 

Trustmark  National  Bank, 
Wesson;  Bertha's  Florist, 
Brookhaven;  and  Zion  Hill 
Church  by  calling  (601)  643-6145. 


Goss  Church, 
Columbia,  will  have  a  Super 
Sunday  on  Jan.  26.  This  will  be 
Baptist  Men's  Day  and  High 
Attendance  Day  with  a  goal  of 
160.  Tom  Lester  will  be  speak¬ 
ing  at  the  11  a.m.  and  1  p.m. 
M&rk  McArthur  is  pastor. 

The  youth  of 
Harmontown  Church, 
Como,  prepared  a  float  for 
the  Cbdord  Christmas  Parade 
on  Dec.  2.  The  Children's 
Choir  presented  the  musical 
A  Merry  Christmas  before  on 
Dec.  22  followed  by  a 
Candlelight  Service  led  by 
Jimmy  Sparks. 


Harmontown  Church,  Oxford  Children's  Choir 


\  Cr-' 


Harmontown  Church,  Oxford  Candelight  Service 


-  . 


S  I  \i  I 
C  m  \\(.i  s 


Oral 
Church, 
Hattiesburg, 
called 
Johnny 
Martin, 
Greenville, 
as  pastor  on 
Jan.  1.  He 
has  served 
as  interim 
pastor  siiKe 
Jurte  2002.  Martin  is  currently 
attending  New  Orleans  Baptist 
Tlieolog^al  Senunary. 

First  Church,  Mathiston, 
has  called  David  Patterson  as 
Minister  of  Students  and 
David  McGehee  as  Minister 
of  Music. 


\  wii  s  i\  I  III  Ni  \\s 


Get  your  future  started. 


Goss  Chmch,  Columbia,  Children's  Choir 


Park  Haven  Church,  Laurel, 
ordained  Jimmy  Downs,  Bille 
G.  Ishee,  and  David  W. 
Tolbert  as  deacons  on  Nov.  10. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Ishee, 
Tolbert,  Downs,  James  Balliet, 

Eastor,  Charles  Tolbert,  and 
ewis  Parker. 


The  Children's  Choir  of 
Goss  Church,  Columbia,  pre¬ 
sented  a  musical.  Meet  Me  at 
the  Manger,  on  Dec.  15. 
Pictured  are  the  participants. 
Mark  McArthur  is  pastor. 


Eddie  King  has  retired  from 
pastoral  ministry  after  serving 
57  years  in  12  churches 
throughout  five  states.  He 
retirea  from  Fayette  Church, 
Fayette,  where  ne  served  for 
the  past  15  years.  The  church 


Deacons  of  Park  Haven  Church,  Laurel 


honored  King  and  his  wife 
with  a  covered  dish  dinner  and 
a  $1,000  check  on  Dec.  29.  They 


will  retire  in  the  Summit  area. 

First  Church,  Kosciusko, 
honored  Faye  C.  Wiggers  on 
Jan.  12  on  her  20th  anniversary 
as  minister  of  music.  A  recep¬ 
tion  followed  the  evening  ser¬ 
vice  of  tribute  to  her.  First 
Church  honored  Miriam 


Myrick  Simpsom  for  25  years 
as  the  pianist  on  Jan.  5. 

Main  Street  Church, 
Hattiesburg,  ordained  Corey 
Huber  as  a  deacon  on  Jan.  5. 


md-sown  Mfirs 

BmEOMRHEIKi 


Hosted  and  Sponsored  by 

Kirby  Woods  Baptist  Church,  Memphis,  TN 
Contact  us  at  www.kwbc.org  or  call  901.682.2220 

Februmt  2I-2Z  2003 

REGISTER  HOHI 

Only  $25  per  person  f 


Experience  Higher  Education 
with  a  Higher  Purpose  at  the 
Baptist  Coiiege  of  Heaith  Sciences 

The  Baptist  College  of  Health  Sciences  is  hosting 
campus  visitation  days  for  students  interested  in 
earning  a  bachelor's  degree  in  a  health  care  field.  * 
The  College  offers  majors  in  nursing,  respiratory 
care,  health  care  management,  medical  sonogra¬ 
phy,  medical  radiography,  radiation  therapy  and 
nuclear  medicine,  as  well  as  completion  degrees 
for  licensed  or  registered  nurses  and  respiratory 
therapists.  If  you  would  like  to  reserve  a  space  at 
one  of  the  following  campus  visitation  days,  call 
(901)  575-BCHS,  or  call  toll-free  at  (866)  575-BCHS. 
or  visit  us  on-line  at  www.bchs.edu. 

Thursday,  Jan.  30  6  p.m. 

Saturday,  Fab.  22  10  a.m. 

Thursday,  Mar.  6  6  p.m. 

Saturday,  Mar.  29  10  a.m. 

O  BAPTIST. 

College  of  Health  Sciences 
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ig.  Blue  on-line  to  attend  Career  Day  marketing  securities  and 
recently  2003.  For  more  information,  insurance  products. 

’ride  in  contact  (601)  925-3901  or 

William  Carey  College 

■  invites  all  Winters 
&hool  of  Music  alum¬ 
ni  to  attend  a  reunion 
and  concert  Jan.  24 
and  25.  The  Music 
Reunion  will  be  Jan. 
24  at  5:30  p.m.  at 
Southern  Oaks.  The 
reunion  concert  will 
be  held  Jan.  25  at  2 
p.m.  in  the  Smith 
Auditorium, 
Hattiesburg.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  cair(60y>3j8-6107. 

Former  Miss  Mississippi 
1983,  Wanda  Geddie 
Brickner,  currently  a  model 

■  with  Ford  Modeling 
Agency,  will  perform 
at  the  Miss  Carey 
Pageant  during 

Homecoming  cere¬ 
monies  Friday,  Jan.  24. 
at  7  p.m.  on  the  cam¬ 
pus  of  William  Carey 
College,  Hattiesburg. 


Mississippi  Kennedy 
Center  American  College 
Theatre  Festival  (ACTF)  m 
October.  For  more  infbrma- 
tion  or  reservations  call^H 
(601)  318-6221.  The  boxH 
office  will  be  open  daily 
from  1-4  p.m.  Deginning^H 
Jan.  27.  Pictured  are  iCristen 
Miller  and  Clint  Thompson 
in  a  scene  from  .out  by  the 
rabbit  cage. 

The  Quitman  Certificate 
Center^  Qaike  Association, 
affiliated  with  the  New^^H 
Orleans  Seminary,  will  oBer 
undergraduate  classes 
beginning  Jan.  21.  The^H 
Certificate  Prosam  offered 
is  Pastoral  Muustry  with 
two  classes  for  this  semes- 
ter.  Discipling  Church 
Members  will  tw  taught  l^y 
Rc^rt  Sanders  and  New  m|| 
Testament  Bible  Course 
(Revelation)  will  be  taught 
by  Jim  Smith.  Those  interested 
should  call  (601)  776-6050  or 
(601)  776-5966.  Registration  is 
accepted  through  Jan.  28. 


named  Director  of 
Development  at 
fi\e  Mississippi 
College  School  of 


Law.  He  comes 
from  the 

Foundation  for 
P  u  b  1,  i  c 
Broadcasting. 

Last  year  they  raised  $1.7 
million  in  statewide  sup- 

e)rt  from  individuals, 
undation  and  corpora¬ 
tions  for  ETV  «md  Public 
Radio  in  Mississippi. 


Butler 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following 
prayer  with  God  in 
your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness 
for  my  sins  arid  freedom 
from  eternal  death. 

(I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and 
rose  from  the  grave  to  forgive 
my  sins  and  to  restore  my 
relationship  with  you. 

(/  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(/  receive  Christ  as  my 
Savior  and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those 
who  believe  in  his  name 
(John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


Willie  Greer, 
Ir.,  Meridian, 
has 

Director 
Development 
Mississippi 
C  o  1  1  e  g  e  , 
Clinton.  Prior 

risten  Miller  and  Qlnt  Thompson  p^P  n"|t  mq 

Teaching  Award  from  the  he  was  owner/man- 

Mississippi  Alliance  for  Health,  ager  of  Greer  Financial 

Physical  Education,  Recreation,  in  Meridian  which  ir 

and  Dance.  The  award  was  pre-  p-; — 

sented  in  December  during  the  K 

69th  annual  State  MAHTTRD 

Convention  in  Hattiesburg. 


Toomsuba, 
received  a 

degree  in  Church 
Music  on  Dec.  21 
at  New  Orleans 
Seminary. 
Amato,  minister 
of  music  at 
Salem  Church, 
Toomsuba,  is  the 
daughter  of  the 
late  Dillon  and 
Andy  Amato. 


The  Mississippi  College 
Career  Services  Center, 
Clinton,  announces  its  annual 
Career  Day,  which  will  be  held 
on  Feb.  11  in  A.E.  Wood 
Coliseum,  from  11  a.m.-3  p.m. 
All  Mississippi  College  stu¬ 
dents  and  afumni  are  mvited 
to  attend.  Please  visit  the 
Career  Services  Center  web 
site  at 

http://www.mc.edu/career 
for  information  on  which 
businesses  and  organizations 
will  be  participating  and  view 
tips  on  preparing  for  the  day. 
Representatives  of  businesses 
and  companies  may  visit  the 
Employer  Section  of  the  web 
site  wnere  they  can  register 


Ogilvie  cancels 
MC  evange¬ 
lism  lectures 


Brickner 


Johnie  Armstrong 


The  Evangelism  Lectures  at 
Mississippi  College  in  Clinton, 
scheduled  for  February  17-18 
with  Lloyd  lames  Ogilvie, 
have  been  canceled.  Ogilvie's 
wife  is  critically  ill  in  a  Los 
Angeles  hospital,  and  he  has 
resigned  as  Chaplain  for  the 
United  States  Senate  in  order 
to  spend  time  with  his  wife. 
Ogifvie  has  notified  the  MC 
department  of  Christian  stud¬ 
ies  that  he  will  reschedule  the 
commitment  to  come  to  MC 
and  participate  in  the 
Evangelism  Lectures  when  his 
circumstances  change. 


estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  pitman,  dows  for  churches  and  homes.  Stained 
Miss.,  ohone  (601)  776-6617.  Glassworks,  Inc.  (800)  605-2970. 

ATTWTION  MINISTERS  and  seF-  ^aRADISE  LaNES;  MiSSISSIW’S  onl9 
employed.  Finally  affordable  health  smoke  and  alcohol  free  bowling  center. 
insurance;  call  (662)  568-3482.  Call  about  lock-in  ,  group  rates,  fund  rais- 

HOf^  GLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM  ers,  and  leagues.  Located  at  820  Cooper 
church  windows,  reworking  and  repair,  RogdJactaon  MS^  (Ml  >  372-7700. 
Columbu^ackson,  (877)  477-1899.  LOWER  YOUR  niONE  BILL.  Blessed 
seeking  FULL-TIMi  MINISTER  Of  Hope  has  4.9  centyW»1nute,  (24/7),  No  fees, 
Music/Vbuth.  Please  send  resumes  to  Otter  6-sec  billing,  no  fm*  print  and  250,W» 
Creek  First  Baptist  Church,  13000  Quail  happy  customers.  FREE  n>essage  at  (866) 
Run  Drive,  Little  Rock,  Arkansas  72210,  736-7869  or  info  at  www.covenantphone- 

attention  Martha  Owens.  _  kiBAr 

EaSTMS,  YEACH^  tHUKH  Sf  AFf.  A  BRAND  NEW  QUEEN  Ortnopedic 

Quality  Health  Insurance,  Call  today  for  a  “ 

A  OUEEN  kUI  iSw,  pilbw^op,  neW 
w  in  Dlasdc.  Sell  $175.  Call  (601)  209^72. 

^S?5^fSL?S^^di^arK^to  A  mND  NEW  kiWC  ferthopedic 

^  tAS/nite  call  for*lnf6rmation  mattress  set.  New  In  plastic,  only 
parkway.  $65/nite,  call  tor  information  209-0872. 


BAPTISTS  BAPTISTS 


POCAHONTAS  BAPTIST  CHURCH:  DANIEL  MEMORIAL  RAPTIST 
Seeking  a  Christian  student  to  be  >bulh  CHURCH,  is  seeking  a  committed 
Director.  Must  be  commitled  to  children  mature  Christian  for  the  position  of 
and  Vbu*.  Fbrt-time  position.  Main  focus  is  church  secretary.  The  position  requires 
Bible  study  VWedn«days  and  activities  for  good  computer  skills,  graphics  and  skills 
the  group.  Please  contact  Rene  Vhden,  in  working  with  the  public  as  well  as  the 
\buth  Committee  Chairperson  (601)  362-  church  congregation.  The  church  is 
2152  or  rrwil  resume:  Rxahonlas  Baptist  located  in  south  (ackson.  If  interested  in 
Church,  Attention:  Rene  Virden,  4200  more  information,  call  pastor  Steve  Potts 

at  (601)  376-4100. 


Kidcapoo  Road,  Jackson,  MS  39209. 
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Praise,  criticism  offered  for 

RICHMCW4D,  Va.  (BP)  —  Board  leaders  to  express 
After  the  Dec  30  killing  of  ttuee  his  syn^thy.  "We  were 
Southern  B(U>tist  medi^  woiic-  extremew  saddened  and 
ers  by  a  Muslim  gunman  in  angered  ^  what  Iv^^iened 
Yemen,  the  tributes  and  oondo-  in  Yemen.  ...It  is  our  pro- 
lenoes  poured  in  ftom  around  the  found  hope  that  Almigftty 
world.  Hundreds  of  calls,  letters  God  will  shower  the  ^ni- 
and  e-mails  came  from  ftiiends  of  lies  with  His  mercy 
the  victims,  churches,  Christian  compassion  during  their 
and  Muslim  rdi^ous  loKlers  —  bereavement." 

and  regular  peo^  —  moved  by  Koehn  My 

he  lives  ana  deahs  of  ihyndan  •  "My  husband  ' 

Martha  Myers,  hospital  adminis-  and  I  were  privileged  to 

trator  Wiluam  Koom,  and  pur-  be  (at  the  Jmla  hospital) 

chasing  manager  Kahieen  as  volunteers  in  1988  D 


floor  on  a  mat  under  the 
crib  of  a  very  sick  child. 
I  feel  so  blessed  to  have 
known  her  and  I  know 
she.  Bill  and  Kathleen 
are  in  heaven  with  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ." 


SITE  OF  TRAGEDY  —  The  Jibla  Baptist  Hospital,  situatecl  in  the  mcxjntains  of 
southwest  Yemen,  was  the  site  where  a  lone  gunman  killed  three  Southern 
Baptist  workers  and  wcxinded  a  fourth  worker  on  Dec.  30.  (BP  photo) 


•  "As  a  former  short-term  napped,  shot  and  killed  by  themselves  or  afford  medical 
mission  volunteer  in  Kosovo  people  who  don't  want  you  treatment?...  There  is  a  critical 
immecliately  after  the  war  (there),  and  then  cry  the  blues  shortage  of  doctors  and  nu'rs- 
there,  I  am  renewing  my  com-  that  you  are  being  persecuted!  es  in  this  country,  yet  three 
mitment  to  return  there  Get  out  of  their  countries  and  medical  professionals'  lives 
whenever  the  Lord  allows,"  this  won't  happen!"  have  been  forfeited  for  no 

vowed  Michael  Elsey.  "My  A  somewhat  calmer  corre-  good  reason." 
prayers  are  with  you,  and  I  spondent  criticized  American  On  the  day  or  the  killings, 
will  ask  my  church  to  pray  for  missionary  presence  any--  someone  sent  Avery  V>^llis,  IMB 
your  families,  the  families  of  where  abroad:  "The  question  chief  of  overseas  operations,  a 
those  ministered  to  in  Yemen  that  immediately  comes  to  plea  to  "bring  the  missionaries 
—  and  those  who  killed  your  mind  is  'why'?'’  he  asked,  nome"  once  and  for  all.  Willis 
loved  one."  "Not  why  did  the  murderer  sent  a  prompt  respo^. 

-  shoot  these  people,  but  why  "Instead  of  asking  us  to 

Not  everyone  was  so  sym-  were  the  missionaries  there  in  bring  them  home,  why  not 
pathetic:  "You  Christian  mis-  the  first  place?  Are  there  not  pray  that  more  will  go?"  Willis 
sionaries  are  nuts!"  said  one  enough  sick,  ailing  and  responded.  "We  will  not  bring 
irate  message.  "You  go  to  unwell  people  in  the  United  them  home,  but  we  will  send 
Moslem  countries  and  get  kid-  States  who  cannot  care  for  thousands  more." 


Moslem  countries  and  get  kid- 


SEEKING  SOLACE  — 
Employees  and  patrons  gath¬ 
ered  outside  the  Baptist 
Hospital  in  Jibla  mourn  the 
loss  of  their  three  co-workers 
and  friends  December  30 
when  a  gunman  killed  three 
Southern  Baptist  workers 
and  wounded  a  fourth  work¬ 
er  at  the  hospital.  (BP  photo) 


AB:  help  available  for  senior's  prescription  costs 


DALLAS  (BP)  —  The  is  out  there  for  those  who 
Annuity  Board  (AB)  of  the  need  it,"  Day  said. 

Southern  Baptist  Convention  To  qualify  for  most  pro- 
would  like  for  seniors  to  grams,  setuors  or  disabled  per- 
know  that  for  those  who  sons  must  be  enrolled  in 
believe  they  cannot  afford  the  Medicare,  have  no  prescription 
high  cost  of  their  prescription  drug  coverage,  and  meet  annu- 
medicines,  drug  companies  al  income  restrictions,  typically 
like  Merck,  Pfizer,  and  Eli  $18,000  for  singles  or  $24,000 
Lally  have  implemented  for  a  couple.  [Some  programs 
patient  assistance  programs  allow  a  higher  annual  income.] 
to  make  their  drugs  imord-  Throu^  its  patient  assis- 
able  for  seniors  ana  disabled  tance  program,  Merck  has  pro¬ 
persons  on  Medicare.  vided  people  with  access  to 

"While  the  Aimuity  Board  needed  medicines  for  nearly  50 
offers  two  Medicare  supple-  years.  In  2001,  the  program 
ment  plans  that  include  pre-  provided  over  2.5  million  pre¬ 
scription  drug  benefits,  we  scriptions  free  of  charge  to  over 
realize  that  the  costs  of  any  350,000  patients.  Pfizer  and  Eli 
medical  plan  can  be  prohibi-  Lilly  make  any  of  their  drugs 
tive  to  many  seniors  on  fixed  available  to  elimble  persons  for 
incomes,"  said  Doug  Day,  only  $15  and  $12  respectively 
executive  officer  of  oenefit  for  a  one  montiiprescription. 
services  at  the  Aimuity  Board.  .  Since  most  of  the  programs 
"We  are  very  concerned  are  sponsored  by  pharmaceu- 
about  those  senior  adults  who  tical  companies,  a  patient 
can't  afford  the  prescription  must  first  identify  the  manu- 
drugs  they  need.  As  an  advo-  facturer  of  his  or  her  medica- 
cate  for  those  seniors,  we  are  tion,  then  contact  the  compa¬ 
spreading  the  word  that  help  ny  for  an  application.  If  a  per¬ 


son  takes  multiple  drugs  pany's  program.  For  a  $5  pro- 
manufactured  by  different  cessing  tee  per  drug  application, 
companies,  it  may  be  neces-  The  N&lidne  Program  will  assist 
sary  to  enroll  in  more  than  a  person  in  enrolling  in  tiie 
oneprogram.  appropriate  programs,  rar  inft>r- 

Tnere  are  some  helpful  web-  mation  and  an  application,  call 
sites  that  can  assist  a  senior  (573)  996-7300  or  visit  their  Web 
adult  trying  to  locate  patient  site  at  www.tiiemedidnepro- 
assistance  programs  for  their  gram.ccHn. 
specific  prescription  drugs  and  In  addition  to  the  programs 
then  get  an  application  ror  the  sponsored  by  individual  phar- 
program.  Meaicare's  consumer  maceutical  companies,  dis¬ 
information  Web  site,  abled  or  senior  veterans  may  be 
www.medicare.gov,  offers  eligible  for  a  discount  prescrip- 
information  on  mese  programs  tion  drug  program  throu^  me 
and  a  comparison  of  several.  Veterans  Administration.  Call 
The  National  Council  on  (877)  222-8387  for  information. 
Aging  also  offers  a  Web  site.  Enrollment  in  most  patient 
wwwbenefit8checkup.org,  tiiat  assistance  programs  is  bee  but 
helps  seniors  i4aitify  programs  the  pnxess  for  getting  enrolled  « 
tiiat  may  pay  for  some  of  tiie  can  oe  confusing.  Senkna  may 
costs  of  their  prescription  dn^  need  to  enlist  the  nelp  of  afriend 
and  may  also  help  pay  for  or  ftunily  member,  or  even  an 
healthcare,  utilities,  and  other  online  service  to  grt  oirolled  in 
essential  service  items.  tiie  iq>propriate  programs.  While 

At  www.phrma.oig,  seniors  patient  assistaiKe  programs  are 
can  look  up  a  ^ledfic  drug  by  not  the  final  solution  to  provid- 
name  or  soect  a  pharmaceutical  ing  adequate  coverage  tor  pre¬ 
company  to  fina  a  list  of  the  scrq>tion8,  they  do  offer  some 
drugs  available  through  com-  finimdal  relief  to  senuns. 
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them  m  unity  (verse  11),  to 
keep  the  joy  of  Jesus  prominent 
in  tnem  (verse  13),  and  to  keep 


Explore  the  Bible 

"Purposeful  Prayer" 

John  17:1-5,  9-11, 20-24 


By  Don  _ 

The  prayer  Jesus  gave  to  His 
disciples  in  h^tthew  6  is  often 
called  "The  Model  Prayer"  or 
"The  Lord's  Prayer."  However, 
the  prayer  here  reveals  much 
more  about  the  character  of 
Jesus.  As  Jesus  came  to  the 
final  hours  of  His  life.  He 
turned  to  His  Father  in  reveal¬ 
ing,  unioue  prayer.  The  prayer 
is  actually  a  revelation  of  both 
the  natiu%  of  Jesus  and  His 
Father.  It  reveals  the  way  that 
God  gives,  Jesus’  desire  to  pro¬ 
tect  mose  who  followed  Him, 
and  fhe  plan  of  God  to  bring 
about  unity  and  oneness 
among  them. 

I.  TOE  GLORY  OF  HIS 
GIFTS  John  17:1-5) 

Jesus  appealed  to  His  Father 
to  "glorify  Your  Son  that  He 
may  glori^  You"  (verse  1).  His 
great  desir?  was  that  God  be 
glorified.  Everything  He  had 


done  to  this  point  had 
been  for  that  purpose. 

Yet  the  focus  of  the  vViison 
prayer  centers  on  gifts 
rather  than  glory.  Because  of 
what  God  the  Father  had  given 
and  what  God  the  Son  waiv¬ 
ing,  gloty  was  directed  to  God. 

Consider  ttiese  gifts  giveji  to 
Jesus  by  God.  First,  the  Father 
had  given  authority  to  Jesus  over 
all  flesh  (verse  2).  Nodiing  in  all 
die  earth  was  not  subject  to  diat 
autbmty.  All  flesh  had  not  yet 
submitted  to  Him,  but  one  day 
"every  knee  shall  bow  ...and 
every  tongue  conf^  that  Jesus  is 
Lend,  to  die  glory  of  God  die 
Father"  (Phi^pians  2:10-11). 
Seamd,  God  ^ve  Jesus  those 
who  followed  Him.  Througjiout 
this  prayer  Jesus  referred  to  those 
who  (3od  had  given  Him  (verses 
2,  6,  9, 11, 12,  24).  Jesus  consid¬ 
ered  diem  to  be  precious  gifts 
from  God.  They  were  given  that 
He  mig^t  give  them  life,  protect 


them,  and  make  them 
Chie.  A  diird  gift  from  die 
Fadier  was  a  mission  to 
accomplish.  Jesus  told 
Ckxl  diat  He  had  finished 
the  work  Ck)d  had  given 
Him  to  do  (verse  4). 
Fourth,  the  Fadier  gave 
Jesus  all  things  and  mose 
who  became  His  disciples 
knew  die  source  of  those 
”  dungs  (verse  7).  Finally, 
God  gave  Jesus  words  to  speak 
(versed).  Earlier  in  die  book  Jesus 
had  informed  His  followers  that 
His  words  were  not  His  own,  but 
everything  He  said  was  what  He 
had  beard  from  the  Father. 

As  you  have  read  through 
these  first  few  verses  of  John 
17,  you  have  probably  noticed 
that  Jesus  the  Son  was  not  only 
receiving  gifts  from  the  Father, 
but  was  also  involved  in  giving 
them  to  diose  who  followea 
Him.  The  reason  He  had 
received  authority  was  in  order 
that  He  might  give  eternal  life. 
We  most  often  mink  of  that  life 
as  bei^  urdimited  in  regard  to 
time,  ^t  the  definition  of  eter¬ 
nal  life  given  in  John  17:3  is 
knowing  the  or^  true  God  and 
Jesus  Christ.  Eternal  life  is  a 
relationship  that  results  in  a  life 


that  never  ends.  Jesus  also 
gave  to  those  who  were  given 
to  Him  the  very  words  that  had 
been  given  to  Him  by  God 
(verse  8). 

II.  THE  KEEPING  OF  HIS 
GIFTS  Cohn  17:9-11) 

The  focus  of  Jesus'  prayer  for 
His  disciples  (the  gifts  given  to 
Him  by  tne  Father)  was  that  the 
Father  would  keep  them 
through  His  name  (verse  11). 
Several  truths  need  to  be  noted 
from  these  verses.  The  follow¬ 
ers  of  Jesus  were  given  to  Him 
by  God  and,  therefore,  actually 
belonged  to  Him  (the  Father). 
Those  who  belong  to  Jesus  will 
glorify  Jesus  in  their  lives 
^erse  10).  They  must  live  in 
the  world  and  need  to  be  kept. 
God  had  the  ability  to  keep 


them  from  the  evil  one  (verse 
15).  As  those  followers  of  Jesus 
in  that  day  needed  to  be  kept, 
so  do  modem  disciples.  Our 
tendencies  toward  disunity, 
despair,  and  the  seduction  of 
Satan  make  it  necessary  for 


Finally,  the  prayer  of  Jesus 
turned  toward  unity.  Twice  in 
verse  21,  Heprayeef:  "that  they 
may  be  one.**  Again  in  verse 
23,  His  prayer  was:  "1  in  them. 
You  in  Me,  that  they  may  be 
perfect  in  (Dne."  As  the  Father 
lived  in  the  Son  and  the  Son 
was  in  the  Father,  so  Jesus  in 
believers  and  the  Father  in 
Him  was  the  key  to  their 
Oneness.  When  these  follow¬ 
ers  took  their  eyes  off  the 
Father  and  the  Son,  their  per¬ 
sonal  opinions  and  feelings 
would  always  be  prominent, 
when  He  was  prominent,  the 
entire  bunch  of  followers 
could  "be  perfect  in  One." 

One  final  gift  needs  to  be 
mentioned  because  it  is  the  key 
to  unity.  "1  have  given  them  the 
glory  You  gave  Me  that  they 
may  be  one  just  as  we  are  one  ’ 
(verse  22).  The  Father  gave  the 
Son  the  glory  that  He,  m  turn, 
gave  to  His  followers.  That 
glory  alone  can  bring  unity  in 
Uie  midst  of  great  diversity. 
My  prayer  is  that  we  all  might 
know  His  glory  that  we  mi^t 
know  His  Unity. 


God  to  keep  us,  too. 

III.  THE  UNITY  OF  HIS 
GIFTS  Gohn  17:20-24) 

Wilson  is  pastor  of  Pleasant 
Ridge  Oiurch,  Dumas. 

1  ' 
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Family  Bible  Study 


The  Promise  of  Heaven 

John  14:1-4;  Revelation  21:1-5;  22:1-5 


We  dream  of  a  place  beyond 
conflict,  suffering,  and  death. 
Those  dreams  become  eager 
desire  when  we  are  experienc¬ 
ing  a  painful  time  of  crisis  or 
lii^gain  a  world  conflicting 
with  our  values  and  peace.  Out 
of  those  fthstrations,  people 
have  sought  an  ideal  society. 
Those  who  have  tried  to  con¬ 
struct  such  a  society  have 
failed.  Htunan  hands  are  not 
sufficient  for  the  task,  but  God's 
hands  are.  He  has  already  pre¬ 
pared  a  perfect  place  for  those 
who  have  accepted  Jesus  as 
Savior  -  Heaveii.  As  Christians, 
we  have  confident  hope  of  and 
live  in  eager  expectation  of 
abiding  wim  Jesus  in  this  heav- 
eitly  abode. 

Scripture  gives  us  a  limited 


to  prepare  this  real  place 
for  ffiem,  and  in  His  time 
He  will  come  and  take 
them  to  it  He  knows  that 
ffiey  believe  in  Ckxl  and 
tells  them  can  put 
ffie  same  feith  in  Him.  He 
assures  tiiem  that  ffiere  is 
ample  room  in  Ckxl's 
house  where  Jesus  will 
<^wer  all  of  our  ques-  Stough  prepare  a  place  for  them, 
tions  but  one  that  will  He  tells  tnem  that 

satisfy  us  as  to  its  existence,  edready  know  the  way.  Cm 
John  gives  us  such  a  view  in  course.  He  is  referring  to  His  sal- 


view  of  Heaven,  a 
view  that  will  not 
answer  all  of  our  ques¬ 
tions  but  one  that  will 


John  rives  us  such  a  view  in 
John  14  and  Revelation  21-22. 

Jdin  14  establishes  Ctve  feet 
that  heaven  is  a  real  place,  not  an 
abstraction,  an  idea,  or  just  wish¬ 
ful  flunking.  Jcdui  13-14  depicts  a 
sad,  confusing  time  for  flie  disci¬ 
ples.  Jesus  h^  already  told  fl^em 
that  He  is  going  to  l^ve  fliem, 
that  one  of  mem  will  betray  Him, 
and  that  another  will  deny  Him. 
His  words  have  bewildered 
than.  Jesus'  words  in  chapter  14 
are  meant  to  relieve  some  of  the 


mands  tihem  not  to  be  troubled 
because  His  reason  for  leaving  is 


course.  He  is  referring  to  His  sal¬ 
vation  role  -  His  dea^  burial  and 
resurrection  -  that  will  allow 
them  to  be  redeemed,  making 
fliem  ready  for  the  home  He  is 
ptraariirg  for  them. 

m  a  \^ion  God  gave  John  a 
view  of  heaven  and  inspired 
John  to  write  a  description  of 
heaven  in  Revelation  21-22. 
What  John  saw  was  the  restora¬ 
tion  of  the  lost  paradise  of 
Cfenesis  3.  This  restored  par¬ 
adise  was  heaven,  a  totally  new 
place;  the  old  earth  had  passed 
away.  All  of  the  negative 
aspects  of  this  earth  do  not  befit 
a  perfectly  righteous  place. 
Heaven  will  have  no  sea,  a 


place  of  danger,  unrest,  and 
separation  to  me  Israelites.  In 
heaven,  no  one  wiD  be  separat¬ 
ed  from  loved  ones  or  from 
God.  In  the  vision  John  saw 
heaven  adorned  like  a  bride. 
Splendidly  arrayed,  the  bride 
presents  the  church,  a  body  of 
Christians.  Christ  has  washed 
away  flieir  sins,  making  them 
fit  to  be  received  in  heaven  at  a 
special  feast  with  Jesus.  This 
marriage  is  a  metaphorical 
depiction  of  the  intimate  rela¬ 
tionship  we  will  have  with 
Christ  m  our  heavenly  home. 

_  John  heard  the  voice  of  God 
in  this  heavenly  vision.  The 
voice  expressed  a  continuation 
of  the  intimate  relationship 
between  God  and  His  people. 
As  their  God,  their  caring  and 
loving  protector,  God  will 
remove  all  pain  and  suffering. 
He  will  be  the  comforter.  No 
longer  will  there  be  tears  of 
momers  whose  children  have 
died  or  moans  of  those  suffer¬ 
ing  the  pain  of  disease.  In 
heaven,  life  will  be  continuous 
because  Christ  has  defeated 
death.  All  the  negatives  of 


earth  have  passed  away  and  all 
has  been  made  new.  believers 
from  all  nations  will  be  togeth¬ 
er  enjoying  plentiful  rood, 
water,  ana  perfect  health. 
Heaven  will  be  a  place  where 
one  praises  and  serves  God  and 
reigns  with  Him  forever.  There 
wifl  be  no  separation  between 
Christian  and  God. 

These  lines  of  an  old  song 
express  the  hope  of  Christians: 

My  heavenly  home  is 
bright  and  fair.  And  I  want  to 
be  traveling  on. 

No  harm  or  death  can  enter 
there.  And  I  want  to  be  travel¬ 
ing  on. 

When  one  becomes  a 
Christian,  the  concept  of  a 
heavenly  home  becomes  a 
part  of  his  being.  Heaven,  not 
earth,  is  the  nome  of  the 
Redeemed.  What  a  joy  it  will 
be  to  live  in  the  eternal  P^res- 
ence  of  Almighty  God! 
Imagine  it!  Anticipate  it! 

Stough  is  member  of  First 
Church,  Picayune. 


Seminary  presidents  proud  of  students 
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Consequently,  a  lot  of  "first-  stream.  Sometimes  even  within 
generation  Christians"  go  to  thedr  own  families,  they  have  had 
seminary,  Hemphill  said.  "We  to  go  against  tiieir  fomily  expec- 
certainly  still  nave  some  of  tahon  for  the  cause  of  Christ  and 
those  folks  who  have  come  up  the  service  erf  the  church, 
through  tile  system,  and  we  "They  are  not  doing  some- 
thank  God  for  them,"  but  the  thing  that  leads  the  average 
seminaries  also  have  those  who  person  on  the  street  to  give 
across  the  world  and  to  pay  "were  saved  in  college  and  them  congratulations." 


I  presidents  said  campuses  who  have  a  tremen- 
I  they  will  need  dous  zeal  to  spread  the  gospel 
I  greater  finan- 

f  cial  support  for  whatever  price  has  to  be  paid  they're  committed  to  go  to  the 
t  their  professors  to  make  Jesus  known,"  he  said,  ends  of  the  world... 
a  and  students.  Crews  agreed.  "Absolutely.  "This  could  be  the  genera- 
and  a  greater  You  loiow  our  people,  many  of  tion  that  fulfills  the  Great 
^  partnership  witii  them  feel  like  even  living  in  Commission." 

the  churches  of  tiie  seminary  housing,  as  bad  as  it  l^thin  the  context  of  stu- 
convention  for  those  is  —  they  are  probably  living  dents  who  are  from  non-Baptist 
who  are  "called"  to  pur-  better  texlay  thi\  they  will  the  backgrounds,  Kelley  also  said 
sue  theolc^cal  education  in  rest  of  their  lives.  this  has  implications  for 

roaration  for  minist^.  "Th^  want  to  go  to  the  hard  denominational  life  and  work. 

Each  of  ti\e  presief^ts,  in  places.  It's  amazing."  "They  don't  have  a  strong 

^sonvUle  for  me  Council  of  HonphiU  pointra  to  a  phe-  sense  of  Baptist  identity, 
minary  Presidents  (CSP)  nomenon  at  Souti\westem  he  Kell^  said, 
inual  work  meeting  in  said  could  be  rented  on  any  of  "[^minary]  is  where  stu- 
ovember,  spoke  about  the  the  campuses,  buring  a  recent  dents  learn,  this  is  what  it 
ate  of  fi\e  SBC  seminaries  missions  enqihasis  wedc,  Jern  means  to  be  a  Southern  Baptist 
collectively  and  individu-  Rankin,  presidoit  of  tt\e  SBC  and  cany  that  sense  of  denom- 
Iv  in  a  wide-ranging,  hour-  International  Mission  Board,  in  inational  identity  for  the  rest  of 


the  lo^al  IMOKmi 
church, 
assoaation, 

mission  - 

board,  or  m  The  six  pres 
otiier  min-  strongly  about  thi 
i  s  t  r  i  e  s  .  women's  prosai 
Courses  campuses  and  a 
offered  at  ti\ey  said  was  eifi 
the  seminar-  or  lackinjg  in  the  ] 
ies  related  "Theyre  being 
to  Baptist  sometiung  tiuit 
history,  doc-  to  be  able  to  do, 
trine,  and 

polity  are  were  tradning  I 
developed  that  [weren't]  going  to 
with  this  i  '  '  ' 


"The  problem  before  is  that  they 
tiiem  for  tilings 
.  „  ^  *  happen, 

and  tile  frustiation'tiiat  built  up 
was  directed  toward  tiie  semi- 
na^,  not  toward  ti^  church  that 
callra  them,  but  toward  the 
seminary  who  made  a  promise 
that  'if  you'll  do  this,  you'll  be 
our  qualified  and  tiien  you'll  pastor 
]  a  church,'  and  tiiat  wasn't  going 
how  to  happen." 

K^ey  said  15-20  years  ago 
there  was  no  Soutiiem  Baptist 
doctrinal  statement  that  even 
addressed  women.  He  said  the 
BF&M  2000  "affirmed  the  sig- 
;ood  nificance  and  value  and  dignity 
il  to  and  respect  of  women." 

Kelley  light-heartedly  point- 
,  ed  out  his  presidency  nolds 
Crews  said  his  student  body  is  "the  distinction  of  having  built 
yom^er  in  senne  cases  and  older  more  women's  bathrooms  than 
m  ottiers  than  in  tiie  past,  but  any  other  president  in  the  his- 
more  diverse  than  ever  befm  at  tory  of  New  Orleans,"  due  to 
the  main  California  campus  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
where  neariy  half  are  non-An^,  women  on  campus. 


increase'' of  more  altar?'.  ^  vv 
tiian  a  thousand  [Rankin]  just|^^^  ril>Ol.OOIC.AI  .SlMINAR' 
students  in  a  five-  started  weep- 

year  period  at  ing  because  mey  couldn't  get  to  mind,  said  Hempl 

New  Orleans,  tiie  altar,"  said  Hemphill  of  540  of  the  seminaries 

Kdl^  said  it  is  "a  who  had  already  made  a  mis-  tionalizing  its  students, 

good  indication...  sionary  commitment.  "We're  all  structurini 

customers  are  buy-  There's  no  questiem  that  tiiis  institutions  so  that  [students] 

ing  the  product"  generation  has  a  passion  and  a  clearly  understand  how 

Kelly  noted  vision  to  reach  the  world.  They  Baptists  function  as  well  as 

ram  in  which  stu-  really  do  want  to  go  to  tiie  hard  what  Baptists  believe." 

two  years  on  cam-  places.  That's  tiie  heart  desire  of  In  aodition,  Roberts  said 
years  on  tiie  mis-  a  lot  of  our  students,"  he  said.  the  courses,  whether  in  theol- 
mcreased  interest  Kelley  said  the  "single  ogy  or  church  history,  are 
planting  and  a  biggest  change"  he's  seen  in  taught  by  "hopefulN  a  g( 
itement.^  seminary  students  is  an  churchman  who  is  faitmui 

hapter  in  the  story  awareness  of  the  need  to  start  [the]  denomination." 

Baptist  seminaries  churches  in  order  to  reach  the  About  the  age  of  students. 


Editor’s  note:  The  logo  for 
Southern  Seminary  was  not 
available  at  press  deadline. 
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